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In the context of global educational transformation, international academic
mobility has become a key indicator of teaching quality and professional excellence.
Modern universities view international staff exchanges as strategic tools for institutional
development, pedagogical innovation, and integration into the European Higher
Education Area. The Erasmus+ Staff Mobility Programme plays a pivotal role, offering
educators opportunities to develop professional skills, adopt innovative teaching methods,
and engage in intercultural communication. Active involvement in Erasmus+ provides
access to global collaboration networks and the co-creation of educational innovations.

The partnership between Kharkiv State Academy of Culture (KhSAC, Ukraine) and
Vidzeme University of Applied Sciences (Vidzemes Augstskola, Latvia) is a sustainable
commitment to excellence in teaching, research, and international academic dialogue.
As part of this collaboration, the scientific and pedagogical staff of KhSAC participated
in the global academic mobility Programme (BIP identifier: 2024-1-LV01-KA171-
HED-000229621).

The E*'UDRES’ Science Festival 2025, hosted by Vidzeme University of Applied
Sciences, emerged as a vibrant international event that celebrated scientific collaboration,
academic innovation, and interdisciplinary dialogue across diverse fields of knowledge.
The festival brought together scholars, educators, students, and researchers from numerous
European (Albania, Moldova, Georgia, Germany, Netherlands, etc.) and International
(Egypt, Chile, India, etc.) universities, creating a shared intellectual space for the exchange
of ideas, presentation of research outcomes, and exploration of contemporary challenges in
education, technology, and society.

The Programme was thoughtfully designed to combine academic depth with
interactive engagement and included several interconnected formats. Plenary lectures and
workshops formed the intellectual backbone of the festival, offering high-level discussions
and practical sessions that focused on new perspectives in teaching, research supervision,
and institutional development. The poster sessions provided a platform for participants
to present their ongoing research projects visually, innovative educational initiatives, and
collaborative findings, fostering direct dialogue between presenters and attendees.

A central academic component of the festival was the 5th International Scientific
Conference “SOCIETY. TECHNOLOGY. SOLUTIONS?, which explored a broad spectrum
of topics relevant to sustainable and inclusive development — from resilient and circular
economy to media communication, creative industries, and social inclusion. The Research
Leadership Forum and the Stakeholders’ Forum complemented the scientific sessions by
opening discussions on leadership, university-society cooperation, and the strategic role of
applied sciences in shaping future research and innovation.

Equally important were the interactive student presentations, where young
researchers and students showcased their projects and creative ideas, reflecting the festival’s
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commitment to nurturing the next generation of scholars and professionals. Together, these
components made the E?UDRES” Science Festival 2025 not only an academic gathering
but also a living example of how science, communication, and collaboration can intersect
to strengthen the European Higher Education and Research Area.

The key socially oriented themes that were of the most significant interest at the
conference, taking into account the area of professional orientation, were Media and
Communication, Societal Resilience, and Social Inclusion.

The mobility activity, implemented under the Erasmus+ Staff Mobility Programme,
fostered an environment conducive to learning and collaboration. As the participants from
KhSAC, we took an active role in all core academic and interactive components.

Participation in key workshops significantly contributed to the participant’s
professional development, specifically focusing on applied and future-oriented skills. The
participant attended several targeted training sessions that covered critically important
aspects of contemporary academic and research practices. Notably, a session led by
MSc. Miriam Losse from Saxion University of Applied Sciences (Netherlands) focused on
visualising research within the professional context of applied sciences, providing practical
tools for effectively communicating scientific outcomes to a broader audience. Furthermore,
a workshop directed by Leon Cremonini, also from Saxion University of Applied Sciences,
addressed strengthening institutional readiness for European research and innovation
funding, a topic vital for an institution’s international competitiveness. Dr. Scott McCabe
(University of Birmingham, UK) guided participants through strategies for supervising
research. Finally, valuable insights into data ethics and the use of digital tools in the applied
social sciences were gained through the interactive workshop, “The Digital Data Divide
Experience’, presented by Sjors Groeneveld from Saxion University of Applied Sciences.

Engagement in the Conference panels, particularly the Media, Communication
and Societal Resilience, and Societal Resilience and Social Inclusion sessions, deepened
knowledge of contemporary sociocultural and psychological challenges. Academic
discussions concerning social tourism in Ukraine and its relationship to the management
of sociocultural activities have opened up prospects for comparative research.

One of the most significant socio-psychological outcomes of the mobility was the
substantial development of essential soft skills. These included enhanced teamwork and
cross-cultural communication abilities, demonstrated through active collaboration on a
jointly developed poster project. This project successfully summarised the key challenges
higher education institutions face in research participation. Furthermore, extensive
communication with students and young researchers from countries such as Germany
and Egypt during the poster sessions provided valuable opportunities for idea exchange
and networking. Crucially, the festival’s cultural and educational components, which
included a masterclass on the Latvian language and culture, significantly strengthened
international collaboration and mutual understanding. This enriching cultural experience
enhanced pedagogical communication and reinforced the critical importance of fostering
interdisciplinary thinking and sociocultural awareness within modern academic curricula.

Participation in the event yielded significant institutional benefits and played a crucial
role in establishing a sustainable academic network, as it also provided an opportunity
to exchange experiences with lecturers from Vidzeme University of Applied Sciences,
including a focused discussion in the Multimedia Laboratory. This process resulted in an
expanded international network, as meaningful contacts were formed with representatives
from higher education institutions across continents, including Ukraine, Albania, India,
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Egypt, Georgia, Moldova, and Chile. These newly established connections are already being
explored as potential foundations to establish the groundwork for joint research projects,
academic exchanges, and the co-creation of new educational initiatives in psychology,
pedagogy, and the social sciences. This experience also ensured enhanced institutional
visibility and quality. Specifically, the knowledge and professional engagement gained
enhance the international visibility and academic culture of the Department of Psychology,
Pedagogy, and Philology at KhSAC. Furthermore, the experience and expertise acquired
directly support the continuous improvement of the Bachelor’s Programme in Psychology
and facilitate its alignment with European quality assurance standards in higher education.

The E*UDRES® Science Festival 2025 provided an intellectually stimulating and
professionally transformative experience. It enhanced key professional competencies
such as intercultural communication, innovative teaching design, and reflective academic
practice that are vital for university educators in the global context.

The outcomes of this mobility will continue to inspire innovation in psychology
teaching, encourage new research collaborations, and promote lifelong learning and
cultural openness. In summary, the festival is a vivid example of how international
academic mobility enriches personal and professional growth, strengthens institutional
capacity and intercultural dialogue, and improves the overall quality of higher education.
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V. Lysenkova
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IIponec mepenadi sHaHb OYB 3aBXAM BKIMBUM €IeMEHTOM COLiaMi3allil TOANHN
y cycminbersi. [JaBHO 3’5COBaHO, 1110 e)eKTUBHICTh 3aCBOEHH 3HAHD 1 IX BUKOPMCTAHHS
3pOCTa€ IIPM CUCTEMHIl, CTyIeHeBiil ocBiti. Tomy, liie B JABHUHY HOYa/INCh CIPOOM
OynyBaHHA TaKUX CUCTEM, a/le 0COOMMBOCTI PO3BUTKY KY/IBTYpH i LiMBiMi3aLil HaKIagam
IIeBHi paMKI Ha iX pOpMyBaHHA.

Ilepura Mozieb €BPONENCHKOI OCBITH, AK MY IIaM ATAEMO, CIIMPANACh HA MPAKTUKY
TPAAULIIHUX CYCIIIBCTB i BXKe CbOTOAHI BBA)KAEThCA KIaCH4HOW0. BoHa Ieperbauana
PeNpONYKTMBHMIT XapaKTep NepeaHHsA 3HaHb, /ie IaHyBa/IM IIPOLIeCH 3a1aM ATOBYBaHHA
Hajl MMCIEHHAM. YUeHb IIPEACTaBIABCA O00€KTOM BIUIMBY Cy0’eKTa-Tlefarora,
KOTpuii Hamarascs (opMyBaTM y HbOro IeBHi sAkocti. To6To mepenbadarnock, 1o
TIOCTYIIOBO Oynie COPMOBAHMIT YIeH CYCIIbCTBA 3 HEOOXiIHMMY, 3aIIpOrPaMOBaHIMU
XapaKTepUCTHKaMu. Ajle TIpeficTaBHUKN (inocodcbkoi JYMKI HaMaramich I0-pisHOMY,
HaBIIaK!, «OyZIMTI» CAMOCTiITHE MUCTIEHH, KDUTIYHO JYBUTICD Ha Xifl KUTTA. ScKkpaBum
TIPUK/IafioM MOKHA HasBaTy COKpaTa, IKWI1 BBa)XaB TOJIOBHIM LA Bitocoda JomoMorTi
MIORVHI BUIITU 3 CIUIAYKM OYAEHHOTO XKUTTA 1 MTM CKIQHMM LULAXOM IiSHAHHA i
CaMOIIi3HAHHA.

Jlpyra Mozienb 0cBiTy B EBPOI, AKY Ha3Ba/MM I'YMaHiCTUYHOIO, BYKe HAPOKYBasach B
inmmx ymosax kinusg XIX — movarky XX ct. Ha mepuumit iaH TyT cTaBumach 0coOMCTiCTh
Y4HS, OT0 YHiKa/MbHi 3i6HOCTI i MOX/IMBICTD PO3BUTKY BHYTPILIHBOTO CBITy 4epes
IIMPOKE KOJIO CITIKYBaHHA 3a [OLIOMOT0I0 BCeOiYHOI ICHXO/IOr0-TeAaroriyHo MiATPUMKIL.
Iepen6ayanock, 110 ToOBHNM OYB PO3BUTOK 3aK/MA[ieHOTO B JIIONVHN IIPUPOJIOI0, @ He
cOpMOBAHOTO NEJArOriyHIM CepefjoBUILeM. YMOBaMM 3POCTAHHA TAaKOI 0COOMCTOCT
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